
 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE (FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE) 

May 2015  
AGORA Hospitalities Co., Ltd. 

 
AGORA Hotel Alliance 

Boutique Resort “Kyu Karuizawa Hotel” 
Rebranded and opening on Saturday, July 11, 2015 

 
AGORA Hospitalities Co., Ltd. (Representative Director & CEO: Aya Aso, Head Office: Minato-ku, Tokyo), 
dedicated to the vision of “A Collection of Beautiful Japan,” will open the rebranded Kyu Karuizawa Hotel 
(Address: 491−5 Karuizawa, Karuizawa-machi, Kitasaku-gun, Nagano 389-0102, Japan, No. of guest 
rooms: 50, General Manager: Masanori Fujita) on Saturday, July 11, 2015 with a new concept and 
renovated facilities.  
 
AGORA Hospitalities has redefined the Kyu Karuizawa Hotel’s concept as “An Unpretentious Resort for 
a Socialite’s Lifestyle,” and the hotel will retain its dignity as one of Japan’s venerable historic highland 
resorts while repositioning itself as a boutique resort offering premium-quality services and relaxing 
ambience. Guests can lounge in a charming yet unpretentious atmosphere as if in a private villa, freed from 
the dress codes and constraints of urban living. 
 
<A Charitable Hotel> 
The hotel’s core target is “socialites,” as highlighted in the concept, and the image is of self-made people 
from both Japan and overseas whose lifestyles involve using their wealth to contribute to society. Kyu 
Karuizawa Hotel is a “charitable hotel” that has committed to make the marvelous time guests spend there 
an opportunity to make others happy somewhere else in the world, by contributing a portion of revenue 
from room fees and other services to various charitable organizations. 
 
<Room to Read> 
During the first fiscal year of operation, the hotel’s charitable activities will take the form of a partnership 
with the special nonprofit organization Room to Read Japan. Room to Read seeks to transform the lives of 
millions of children in Asia and Africa by focusing on literacy and gender equality in education. Working in 
collaboration with local communities, partner organizations and governments, they develop literacy skills 
and a habit of reading among primary school children and ensure girls have the skills and support needed 
to complete their secondary education. Since 2000, Room to Read has impacted the lives of more 
than nine million children and aims to reach 10 million children by 2015. 
 
<Butler Service> 
Butlers will attend to guests’ every need and wish during their stay to ensure they spend their leisure time in 
relaxed and unpretentious comfort. 
 
 



 

 

 
<Contemporary French Restaurant “le signe”> 
Soshi Ueno will serve as Executive Chef of “le signe.” Expect mouth watering stylish French cuisine 
painstakingly prepared with strictly selected fresh seasonal ingredients, amid abundant natural 
surroundings far from the urban hustle and bustle. 
 
<Partnership with Positive dream persons> 
Kyu Karuizawa Hotel’s wedding and banquet facilities, like those of AGORA Fukuoka Hilltop Hotel & Spa, 
will move the hearts and fulfill the dreams of newlyweds and guests through a partnership with Positive 
dream persons Inc. (President: Takamasa Sugimoto, Head Office: Shibuya-ku, Tokyo), a company 
acclaimed for its dedication and know-how in bringing joy to people’s lives. 
 
 
AGORA Hospitalities Representative Director & CEO Aya Aso states, “The Hokuriku Shinkansen 
high-speed rail line began serving the area in 2015, making Karuizawa an even more attractive destination 
for people not only from Tokyo but from all over Japan, so there’s no better year for us to be opening the 
rebranded Kyu Karuizawa Hotel. I believe Karuizawa, a resort that has enchanted people from all over the 
globe for over 120 years, is an ideal place for us to convey the beauty of Japan to the world. I am confident 
this hotel will delight our guests by offering a style and concept perfectly suited to Karuizawa, but which has 
been missing from the region thus far.”  
 
The Kyu Karuizawa Hotel closed its doors temporarily at the end of November 2014, and full-scale 
renovations of the guest rooms, bar and lounge, and banquet facilities are currently underway. Once 
complete, the hotel will have a soft opening in July before the grand opening scheduled for this autumn. 
 
Reservations are already being accepted at the hotel’s teaser site, http://kyukaruizawahotel.com. 
 
AGORA is committed to leveraging ideal locations together with the merit of scale of its hotel alliance to 
realize the corporate vision of “A Collection of Beautiful Japan.” This is accomplished by operating facilities 
that contribute positively to their regions, strengthening partnerships and boosting the sharing of 
management resources and strategies among Alliance hotels and inns nationwide so as to achieve 
environments where staff can dedicate themselves to delivering the “omotenashi” (gracious hospitality) 
recognized worldwide as a symbol of “Beautiful Japan,” as well as by proactively expanding our alliance of 
facilities that offer the very best of Japan to the world. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

◆  Introducing the Kyu Karuizawa Hotel Executive Team 
Our team, led by General Manager Masanori Fujita, with Soshi Ueno as Executive Chef and Satoshi 

Yamamoto as Executive Sommelier, is dedicated to making the Kyu Karuizawa Hotel “the pride of the 
community” and enabling guests to savor Japan’s many charms to their fullest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

General Manager   Masanori Fujita 
 

 

Mr. Fujita pledges, “At the reborn Kyu Karuizawa Hotel, we’ll aim to get a message 
out to people about what a marvelous stay you can have here with our chefs, 
sommeliers, butlers and other staff, and about the various ways you can enjoy your 
time here. Our goal is to offer guests premium-quality services that maximize their 
enjoyment of their stay, including a casual guest room where you can lounge just as 
if you were at home, restaurants that serve fantastic meals prepared with the finest 
fresh ingredients, and guest services that deal conscientiously with even the most 
minor concerns. The Kyu Karuizawa Hotel is a place where you can spend time 
unpretentiously, your way.” 

Profile: 
Born 1973 in Osaka. After beginning employment at Osaka’s Moriguchi Prince 
Hotel in 1991, Mr. Fujita worked in banquet services and sales, and was appointed 
manager of the hotel’s French restaurant in 1999. After the hotel was renamed the 
Moriguchi Royal Pines in 2001, he handled beverage services in the post of 
General Beverage Manager, and was appointed Deputy General Manager and 
Beverage Division Manager after the hotel’s rebranding as the Hotel AGORA Osaka 
Moriguchi in 2012. Mr. Fujita served as Director of Operation Development for 
AGORA Hospitalities in 2014 before taking on his current position as Kyu 
Karuizawa Hotel General Manager. 
 



 

 

 

 

Executive Sommelier   Satoshi Yamamoto 

 
 

 

Executive Chef   Soshi Ueno 

According to Mr. Ueno, “The restaurant name ‘le signe’ means ‘a sign,’ in the sense 
of ‘a good omen or premonition,’ and was chosen with the desire to offer people a 
wonderful and unprecedented dining experience. We’ll be preparing dishes with the 
freshest local produce and other choice ingredients from around Japan and the 
world, and offering people a fresh dining experience that incorporates home 
cooking techniques and other delightful touches.” 

 

Profile: 
Born 1977 in Kumamoto. After stints at restaurants and hotels in Japan, Mr. Ueno 
went to Europe in 2002. After training in Paris, the homeland of French cuisine, he 
worked at restaurants including Les Ambasssadeurs at the five-star Hotel de 
Crillon. In 2007 he returned to Japan and was appointed Deputy Executive Chef at 
Beige Alain Ducasse Tokyo. 
In 2012 Alain Ducasse, a giant of the French cuisine world, showed his tremendous 
confidence in Mr. Ueno by appointing him Executive Chef of Le Comptoir de Benoit 
Osaka. He is dedicated to “extracting the essence of each ingredient and tailoring 
its preparation method to allow its flavor to shine.” 

Mr. Yamamoto explains, “At the Kyu Karuizawa Hotel, butlers are close at hand 
to serve the needs of guests from the moment they wake up to when they fall 
asleep at night, as part of our dedication to offering guests the most completely 
relaxing stay possible. As a “butler sommelier,” I not only recommend wine but 
provide total support for our guests’ experience.” 

【Inquiries】 
AGORA Hospitalities Co., Ltd. (Hiraide / Fukuda) 

noriko.fukuda@agorahospitalities.com 
Toranomon Dai2 Waiko Bldg. 7F 5-2-6 Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0001, Japan 

 

  

Profile: 
Born 1965 in Nagano Prefecture. Mr. Yamamoto has served as manager, chief 
sommelier of Restaurant Mikuni Marunouchi in the Hotel Seiyo Ginza Tokyo. He 
acted as chief Executive Sommelier for the entire Mikuni Group and has won 
awards in many sommelier competitions including the Pommery Scholarship 
Sommelier Concours. In 2000 he served as a banquet sommelier for the 
Okinawa Summit, and in 2012 he was appointed Executive Sommelier at the 
Windsor Hotel Toya Resort & Spa. Mr. Yamamoto has studied under the 
renowned sommelier Shinya Tasaki.  
 

 



 

 

 
【Kyu Karuizawa Hotel】  
Official Name:   Kyu Karuizawa Hotel 
Address:   491-5 Karuizawa, Karuizawa-machi, Kitasaku-gun Nagano  

389-0102 JAPAN 
Guest rooms:   50 rooms 
General manager:  Masanori Fujita 
Management company:  AGORA Hotel Management Nojiriko Co., Ltd. 
Open:   July 11, 2015 (Rebranding Opening) 
Stories:    3 stories above ground / 1 under ground 
Total floor space:  3325.89 square meters  
Facilities operated:  Contemporary French Restaurant “le signe”,   
Banquet halls:  4 (Max. Capacity 80) 
Other Facilities:    Parking lot 
URL:      http://kyukaruizawahotel.com 
 
【Positive dream persons】  
Official name:  Positive dream persons Inc. 
Representative:  President, Takamasa Sugimoto 
Head office:  1-15-1 Ebishu-Minami, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo   150-0022 JAPAN 
Business: Planning and Management hotels, restaurants, wedding, banquets, and 

flower business. Consulting  
URL:    http://www.positive.co.jp/ 
 
【AGORA Hospitalities】  
Official name:  AGORA Hospitalities Co. Ltd. 
Representative:  President & CEO, Aya Aso 
Head office:  Toranomon Dai-2 Waiko Bldg. 7F 5-2-6 Toranomon, Minato-ku,  

Tokyo   107-0074 JAPAN 
Business: Management:  Hotel Alliance Business, Hospitality Management,  

Operation & Asset Management, Due Diligence & Renewal Projects,  
Planning of Repositioning & Rebranding 

Total no. of hotels:   10 
Total no. of guest rooms:  862 
URL:    http://www.agorahospitalities.com/alliance/index_en.html 
 
AGORA Hotel Alliance: 
hotel AGORA Regency Sakai (241 Rooms)   Sakai, Osaka 
 http://www.agoraregency-sakai.com/language/en/ 
hotel AGORA osaka moriguchi (175 Rooms)  Moriguchi, Osaka 
 http://www.hotelagora-moriguchi.com/global/english/ 
AGORA Fukuoka Hilltop Hotel & Spa (48 Rooms)  Fukuoka, Kyushu 
 http://agorafukuoka-hilltop.com/english/ 
AGORA PLACE ASAKUSA (145 Rooms)   Asakusa, Tokyo 
 http://www.agoraplace-asakusa.com/language/en/index.html 
Nojiriko Hotel EL BOSCO (50 Rooms)    Nojiri-Lake, Nagano 
 http://www.nojirikohotel-elbosco.com/english/  
Furuyu Onsen ONCRI (38 Rooms)   Saga, Kyushu 
 http://www.oncri.com/language/en/ 
Izu Imaihama-onsen IMAISO (45 Rooms)   Izu, Shizuoka 
 http://www.imaiso.jp/english/  
Izu Nagaoka-onsen Nanzanso (33 Rooms)   Izu, Shizuoka 
 http://www.nanzanso.jp/english/  
Kamisuwa-onsen ABURAYA-Ryokan (37 Rooms)  Suwa-Lake, Nagano 
 http://www.aburaya-ryokan.co.jp/eng/ 
Kyu Karuizawa Hotel (50 Rooms)   Karuizawa, Nagano 
 http://kyukaruizawahotel.com 


