
 

 

 

 

NEWS RELEASE (FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE) 

April 2016 

Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu 
 

Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu Rebranded Reopening 
Concept: “Mingei Philosophy: Matsumoto Lifestyle, Simple Beyond Beauty” 

 

Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu (Address: 4-8-9 Ote, Matsumoto, Nagano, Japan, No. of guest rooms: 89, 

General Manager: Mitsuhiro Goto) is proud to announce its reopening on Tuesday, April 5, 2016, 

rebranded with a new concept and renovated facilities, as a new member of the “Collection of 

Beautiful Japan” operated byAGORA Hospitalities Co., Ltd. 

 

With this rebranding, which incorporates the character of the region and the hotel’s nearly 130-year 

history into the concept of reviving the “Matsumoto Lifestyle, Simple Beyond Beauty,” and design 

based on this concept, the hotel has a new down-to-earth, utilitarian flavor. Mingei (“art of the 

people”) was a folk art movement in 1920s and 1930s Japan that advocated aesthetic principles 

including tarikibi (finding “beauty in powers outside the self”), considered an inevitable outgrowth of 

the natural environment, terrain, and traditions of Japan. The new Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu will 

apply this principle by employing concierges who are deeply connected to the local region and can 

offer discerning travelers the best possible experience in Matsumoto. 

 

《External appearance of the hotel》 

Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu has been transformed over 

the years by additions and renovations, and by 

re-designing each part of the hotel in the style of the 

period when it was built, we have strengthened the 

distinctive character of each building, while 

emphasizing the hotel’s identity as a collection of 

multiple buildings, thus aligning it with the scale of the 

surrounding environment in which many historic 

buildings remain. In specific terms, the three buildings 

are each painted a different shade ranging from white to 

gray, showcasing the flavor of the era when each was built  

and giving the overall structure a sense of three-dimensionality. 

 

 



 

《Interior design》 

The reception floor where guests are first welcomed is 

dominated by dark brown tones and has a solid, dignified 

air, with impressive stained glass accents referencing the 

tradition of Western-style architecture in Matsumoto. By 

contrast, the newly opened shop is a bright, airy and 

simple space, which is available to outside customers as 

well as hotel guests. The space’s design is intended to 

maximize visiting guests’ and  

customers’ appreciation of the merchandise presented in it.   

 

 

《Lobby》 

A concierge well versed in all aspects of Matsumoto is 

on duty in the lobby at all times. The spacious lobby has 

a romantic atmosphere, featuring various pieces of local 

Mingei folk-craft furniture. 

 

 

 

《Guest rooms》 

Beautiful Matsumoto Mingei furniture is found in the 

guest rooms as well, giving them a delightfully 

distinctive atmosphere. The hotel’s main building has 

high ceilings and a liberating sense of spaciousness, 

while the annex has features such as wood-beamed 

ceilings and stucco walls that maintain the ambience of 

1887, when it was founded. 

 

《Restaurant I;caza [ikaza]》 

The restaurant’s concept is “Nagano terroir” (local 

Nagano character), supervised by Soshi Ueno, executive 

chef at an Alliance hotel elsewhere in Nagano Prefecture. 

Its name, I;caza [Ikaza], is also a local touch, meaning 

“Let's go!” in the Nagano dialect. The cuisine employs 

fresh local ingredients with maximum effectiveness, with 

an extensive lineup of splendidly simple and modern 

dishes. 



 

 

《Coffee Shop YATORO-ONKAN》 

The aroma of coffee and the folksy flavor of Mingei 

furniture create a warm atmosphere, and the coffee is 

brewed with the finest beans and the famous local soft 

water. 

 

 

 

 

《Shop tsumugu》 

Woven into daily life in Matsumoto, like threads of a 

tapestry, is wisdom handed down over generations and 

enriched by the Mingei folk art tradition. The word 

tsumugu means “to spin” (as in spinning yarn), and the 

shop is committed to conveying the knowledge and 

wisdom of traditional crafts and lifestyles spun together 

over the centuries into a rustic tapestry, based on the 

hotel’s overall concept of “Mingei Philosophy:  

Matsumoto Lifestyle, Simple Beyond Beauty.” We hope  

that guests will bring things they encountered during  

their stay, such as the dressing gowns provided for wearing  

inside the hotel, back home with them and use them to  

improve their lifestyles.   

 

 

 

Based on the core concept of “Mingei Philosophy: Matsumoto Lifestyle, Simple Beyond Beauty,” we 

at Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu aim to be a facility the local community is proud of and a positive 

contributor to the region. 

 

 

【Inquiries】 

AGORA Hospitalities Co., Ltd. (Urabe / Fukuda) 

pr@agorahospitalities.com 

Toranomon Dai2 Waiko Bldg. 7F, 5-2-6 Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
■The people behind Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu 
 
 

General Manager  Mitsuhiro Goto 
“Matsumoto is a community surrounded by the gorgeous natural 
terrain of the Shinshu region, with a romantic and stylish 
atmosphere, where you can encounter traditions and culture only 
found in historic former castle towns. At this newly renovated and 
rebranded historic hotel, we eagerly look forward to welcoming 
guests from around the world and giving them a moving and 
memorable experience.”  
 
Profile: 
Mr. Goto has been engaged in opening projects at high-profile 
facilities including the Hilton Hotel, Huis Ten Bosch, and Tokyo 
Dome Hotel, and has served as the head of departments including 
Accommodations and Sales & Marketing. His last position was    

                            Executive Officer and Deputy General Manager at The Windsor 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Hotel Toya Resort & Spa, where he headed the operations and 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 management team and dedicated enormous energy to improving the  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   hotel’s revenue and profit structure. Mr. Goto joined Agora  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Hospitalities Co., Ltd. in October 2015. After serving as director of  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 management revitalization and deputy general manager at Kyu  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Karuizawa Hotel, he assumed the position of Matsumoto Hotel  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Kagetsu General Manager in December 2015. 
 
 
 

Executive Chef  Soshi Ueno 
“It is a great honor to be able to cook for guests here in Matsumoto, 
a place with a rich history stretching back to ancient times when it 
was a transit nexus. I am committed to creating cuisine that is 
innovative yet respects the history, traditions, and climate of 
Matsumoto.” 
 
Profile: 
Born 1977 in Kumamoto. After stints at restaurants and hotels in 
Japan, Mr. Ueno went to Europe in 2002. After training in Paris, the 
homeland of French cuisine, he worked at restaurants including Les 
Ambasssadeurs at the five-star Hotel de Crillon. In 2007 he returned 
to Japan and was appointed Deputy Executive Chef at Beige Alain 
Ducasse Tokyo. In 2012 Alain Ducasse, a giant of the French cuisine 
world, showed his tremendous confidence in Mr. Ueno by appointing  

               him Executive Chef of Le Comptoir de Benoit Osaka. He is dedicated  
               to “extracting the essence of each ingredient and tailoring its    
               preparation method to allow its flavor to shine 
	 

	 
	 

	 



	 
◇ Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu  
   Building Outline  
Name:  Matsumoto Hotel Kagetsu 
Address: 4-8-9 Ote, Matsumoto, Nagano, Japan 
No. of guest rooms:  89 (76 Western-style [including five newly added rooms], 13 

Japanese-style) 
General Manager:  Mitsuhiro Goto 
Operating enterprise name: AGORA Hospitalities Co., Ltd. 
Operating since:  April 5, 2016 
Buildings/premises:  Main building, seven floors; Annex, six aboveground and one 

underground  
Building area: 935.93m²   Total floor space: 5290.93m²  

Facilities operated: Restaurants and cafés: Two 
Meeting and banquet facilities: Three (accommodating up to 130 guests, 
formal style)  
Bathing facilities: Two 

Other facilities:  Parking spaces for 75  
Website: http://www.matsumotohotel-kagetsu.com 
 
◇AGORA Hospitalities 
Official name: AGORA Hospitalities Co. Ltd.  
Representative: President & CEO, Aya Aso  
H e a d  o f f i c e : Toranomon Dai-2 Waiko Bldg. 7F, 5-2-6 Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo,Japan  
B u s i n e s s : Management: Hotel Alliance Business, Hospitality Management, Operation & Asset   
       Management, Due Diligence & Renewal Projects,  
              Planning of Repositioning &Rebranding 
 

◇AGORA Hotel Alliance: 

Rebranding Total no. of hotels: 12Total no. of guest rooms: 938 
Hotel AGORA Regency Sakai (241 Rooms)                      Sakai, Osaka 
＿http://www.agoraregency-sakai.com/language/en/ 
Hotel AGORA osaka・moriguchi (175 Rooms)                  Moriguchi,Osaka 
＿http://www.hotelagora-moriguchi.com/global/english/ 
AGORA Fukuoka Hilltop Hotel & Spa (48 Rooms)               Fukuoka, Kyushu 
＿http://agorafukuoka-hilltop.com/english/  
AGORA PLACE ASAKUSA (145 Rooms)                   Asakusa, Tokyo 
＿http://www.agoraplace-asakusa.com/language/en/index.html  
Nojiriko Hotel EL BOSCO (50 Rooms)                  Nojiri-Lake, Nagano 
＿http://www.nojirikohotel-elbosco.com/english/  
Furuyu Onsen ONCRI (38 Rooms)                       Saga, Kyushu  
＿http://www.oncri.com/language/en/  
IMAISO (45 Rooms)                             Izu, Shizuoka 
＿http://www.imaiso.jp/english/ 
ABURAYA-Ryokan (37 Rooms)                      Suwa-Lake, Nagano 
＿http://www.aburaya-ryokan.co.jp/eng/  
Kyu Karuizawa Hotel (50 Rooms)                     Karuizawa, Nagano 
＿http://kyukaruizawahotel.com/english/ 
Kakujoro (10Rooms)                         Atsumi Peninsula,Aichi 
＿http://www.kakujoro.com/english/ 
Izutsutro (10Rooms)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Atsumi Peninsula,Aichi 
＿http://www.a-yado.co.jp/ 
Matsumoto Hotel kagetsu (89Rooms)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 Matsumoto,Nagano 
＿http://matsumotohotel-kagetsu.com/ 
 


